Reducing quantitative data errors: tips for clinical researchers.
Data errors, or missing and inaccurate data, can compromise research findings. Steps can be taken before and during data collection, as well as during data entry that will minimize data errors. The purpose of this article is to discuss ways to reduce quantitative data errors through thoughtful planning of the data collection form, careful reviewing of completed data forms in the field and laboratory, and consideration of accurate and efficient data entry with thorough verification methods. Clinical researchers are provided with tips and examples for reducing data errors.